My ref: PG/jlb

Mr T Askew, 

Strategic Director

Stratford on Avon District Council

Elizabeth House

Church Street

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON

CV37 6HX




Environment and Economy

PO Box 43

Shire Hall

Warwick

CV34 4SX

DX 723360 WARWICK 5

Tel: (01926) 412022

Fax: (01926) 414129

paulgalland@warwickshire.gov.uk

www.warwickshire.gov.uk

9 June 2008

Dear Trevor 

Landfilling of Green Waste

I just wanted to follow up on our recent meeting which followed your Executive’s decision to landfill green waste for three months and then to stop green waste collections completely until April 2009.

As I said at our meeting, this decision causes us serious concerns for a number of reasons.  Firstly, it is bad for the householder who wants to see green waste composted; secondly, it is bad for the environment because it increases the amount of biodegradable waste to landfill; and, of course, it is bad for the council tax payer who ultimately pays for the increased costs.  Although this is a relatively short term situation, the longer-term impact of losing householder ‘buy in’ to recycling could be significant!

For all of these reasons, we would urge you to reconsider your Council’s position and continue to collect green waste (without kitchen waste) in order that the service to the householder is protected and green waste can be composted.  We also ask you to delay the start of segregated kitchen waste until ‘in vessel composting’ facilities are in place to receive Stratford’s mixed green and kitchen waste.

It would also be helpful to receive clarification on a couple of points.  Firstly, does your collection contract give you any flexibility to delay the start of separate kitchen waste without incurring additional costs?  If there are additional costs, would you be prepared to let us know what they amount to?

The decision taken by the District Council transfers a significant, additional and unplanned disposal cost to the County Council.  You are aware of the significant financial pressures my service is currently facing.  Regrettably, if we have to meet this additional cost it will inevitably mean the financial support we have been looking to 
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provide Stratford to assist with recycling will have to be reduced by the amount of the additional disposal costs.

I am very keen to work with you on pursuing our aims to reduce, reuse and recycle as much waste as possible.  It would, therefore, have been particularly helpful if we could have had a discussion about the options that went to your Executive on this matter before the paper was submitted.

Whatever happens as a result of this unfortunate situation, please be assured of our commitment to work in a positive way with you to tackle the challenge of household waste.

I would appreciate an early response on the questions and suggestions in this letter.

Kind regards.

Yours sincerely
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Strategic Director for Environment & Economy

cc
Cllr Martin Heatley, Environment Portfolio Holder, WCC


Cllr Alan Farnell, Leader, WCC


Jim Graham, Chief Executive, WCC


Paul Lankester, Chief Executive, SDC


Cllr Les Topham, Leader, SDC


