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Stratford Liberal Democrats Press Release 14th September 2008

Tories ‘in a muddle’ over new car parking charges

Stratford District Council is considering introducing charges at eleven Council car parks in the district, where parking is free at the moment.

Consultation is taking place with Parish and Town Councils and the charges will also be considered at the next round of the County and District Councils’ Joint Area Committee meetings.

A range of options is being put forward, but Council Officers* are pointing out that the option contained in the Council’s interim parking strategy – which includes an initial free parking period – would cost substantially more to operate then the income it would generate. The extra costs of collecting cash and running the scheme are expected to be £110,000 a year, with a further £85,000 in the first year, when the scheme is set up. 

‘The Conservatives seem to have got themselves in a muddle again’, said Cllr Hazel Wright, Leader of the Liberal Democrat Group on the District Council. ‘Their current interim parking strategy would cost nearly £100,000 a year more to run than they would collect. But if they charge more than this they risk driving people away and hitting already hard pressed shops and businesses in our local market towns’. 

More information:
* Agenda papers for West Joint Committee, 18th September, available on the District Council’s website. See page 64, para 2.5.4 for Officers’ comments.

Car parks where charges are being considered are:

Alcester: Bulls’ Head Yard, Bleachfield Street and Moorfields

Bidford: Courtway and Saxon Fields 

Henley: Prince Harry Road

Shipston: Mill Street, West Street and Bridge Street (Charging already is in place in Telegraph Street)

Southam: Wood Street

Studley: Poole Road 

Cllr Hazel Wright  mobile 07791353297

Cllr Peter Moorse mobile 07891675973

