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Stratford Liberal Democrats Press Release 16th October 2008

Better welcome for Shipston – Stratford District Council press release 

· follow up comment from Liberal Democrats

District Councillor Richard Cheney (Lib Dem Shipston) has welcomed news that Shipston is to receive £25,000 as part of the ‘Better Welcome’ campaign to encourage tourism (please see Council’s press release of today’s date). 

However, he is puzzled that at the same time the District Council is also considering introducing charging in car parks in the Town, a measure that will only act to deter tourists, helping to defeat the purpose of the ‘Better Welcome’ campaign.

‘Times are getting harder for businesses in our town’, said Richard. ‘It looks as though the left hand doesn’t know what the right hand is doing. Introducing parking charges in the Council’s car parks will deter shoppers and tourists – the last thing we need at the moment’.

Notes:
In Shipston the new charges would apply to Mill Street, West Street and Bridge car parks, which are currently free.

On the 27th October the Cabinet of Conservative run Stratford District Council will consider introducing car parking charges in eleven car parks in market towns within the district. A number of charging options are being considered, with minimum charges ranging from 20p to 60p, or alternatively a free period followed by a minimum charge of from £1-00 to £5-00. 

The extra costs of collecting cash and running the scheme are expected to be £110,000 a year, with a further £85,000 in the first year, when the scheme is set up. 

More information:
Cllr Richard Cheney 01608 685570

