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Stratford Liberal Democrats Press Release August 19th 2008

Use of consultants by District Council questioned

The Conservatives running Stratford District Council are being asked to clarify the use of consultants on topics that other consultants appear to have already examined.

The District Council is to use RGA Consulting to produce an ‘events and concessions strategy’ for Stratford Town, at a cost of £14,000.  Although some of this work is new, much of the ground to be covered appears to duplicate work already studied for a £40,000 report from Suzy Hargreaves, a Director of Cultureworks UK, on festivals for the Town. The Hargreaves report was commissioned by Stratford Town Management Partnership on behalf of Advantage West Midlands.

At the same time the newly formed ‘Cultural Consortium’ is also developing a Festivals and Events Strategy for Stratford for 2009 to 2012. 

'I fully support the initiative on Festivals and hope that we will soon see exciting proposals. However good leadership is needed to pull everything together. Clear communications are

vital to keep the town informed and involved as well as proper funding to enable festivals to actually happen.  I‘m concerned that too much money will go on consultancy leaving little to facilitate the actual festivals’, said Cllr Jenny Fradgley (Lib Dem Guild and Hathaway). 

More information:

Cllr Jenny Fradgley 01789 262522

Cllr Peter Moorse 01789 269630

RGA Consultants are based in Edinburgh and have previously been used by the Birthplace Trust and RSC to produce a Cultural Tourism Action Plan (see RGA Consulting website). 

