PRESS RELEASE - 16™ February 2010

The Liberal Democrats on Stratford District Council are calling for all party support for the proposed
management team merger with Warwick District Council. The proposal will be considered at a
Stratford District Council meeting on February 22nd.

Warwick District Council have already achieved all party support for an identical motion in support
of the merger and have formally written to Stratford, asking for a cross council working party to be
set up to carry the plans forward.

Leader of the Liberal Democrats on Stratford District Council, Cllr Hazel Wright, said, 'l hope the
Conservatives in Stratford will work with us on this. I'm well aware how difficult it is for some people
to pay the Council Tax and the Chief Executive's report shows that savings could be up to £1 million a
year between the two councils. When Stratford's Overview and Scrutiny Assembly looked at this the
Conservatives refused to support the proposal and instead put forward their own far more vague
motion about being prepared to work with any council.

But this is different. There is now a firm proposal from Warwick on the table. Any watering down of
the proposal will send the wrong message to Warwick and could put the whole plan and the savings
at risk. There is a huge potential saving for Council taxpayers. It's time to stop talking about savings
and start delivering them, so I'm saying to the Conservatives - please, let's forget the politics and
work together to do the best we can for the people who have to pay the Council Tax'.
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