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Stratford Liberal Democrats Press Release 15th July 2008

Local Conservatives ‘water down’ climate change proposals

Liberal Democrat Group Leader Cllr Hazel Wright has attacked the Conservatives on Stratford District Council for amending a Lib Dem motion to Council on climate change. She said, ‘The local Conservatives are entitled to criticise the Kyoto proposals if they wish, but it hardly sits happily with their slogan ‘vote blue, go green’.

The motion followed John Maples’ MP statement that he was no longer supporting the Climate Change Bill in the House of Commons. The Lib Dems asked Stratford District Council to re-iterate its support for action on climate change, as contained in its existing policies.

An amendment voted through by the Conservatives rejected the Kyoto proposals and defended John Maples position, starting:

‘Council notes that John Maples MP made a thoughtful and well informed speech in the 2nd reading debate on the Climate Change Bill.

While he did not question the fact that global warming is happening he argued that the predicted consequences have been greatly exaggerated and that many of these can better be met by adaptation than by the Kyoto process of drastic CO2 emission reductions.’

More information:
Cllr Hazel Wright 01527 852899

Full text of Conservative Amendment (delete clause 1 in motion contained in agenda papers for District Council meeting on 14th July and substitute):

 Council notes that John Maples MP made a thoughtful and well informed speech in the 2nd reading debate on the Climate Change Bill.

While he did not question the fact that global warming is happening he argued that the predicted consequences have been greatly exaggerated and that many of these can better be met by adaptation than by the Kyoto process of drastic CO2 emission reductions.

He also pointed out that the UK is only responsible for a small amount of global CO2 emissions and that the Kyoto process is going nowhere without China, India and the USA, who refuse to be bound by such targets.

In the absence of global agreement and action Mr Maples argued that the UK would be imposing enormous economic costs on itself while achieving at best a tiny reduction in world CO2 emissions.

Council further notes that Mr Maples supports the Council's aim of securing a reduction in its own carbon footprint and the inclusion on its website of a link to help residents find out their own carbon footprint.

