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CANDIDATE TO FACE CHILD POVERTY IN ARMENIA FIRST HAND

Stratford upon Avon's Lib Dem parliamentary spokesman Martin Turner 
travels this week to the former Soviet nation of Armenia to see first hand 
the work of aid agencies combating child poverty. 

Turner departs Heathrow on 6 August with his wife Meryem to arrive in the  
mountainous city of Yerevan before going on to visit community projects 
led by international aid agency World Vision. The couple, who are 
representing Riverside Church, King's Heath, will particularly focus on 
the plight of children.

Armenia hit the world headlines in 1988 when the Spitak earthquake killed 
25,000, largely as a result of poor quality construction during the Soviet 
Brezhnev era. For the first time since World War II, western countries 
such as Britain, France, West Germany, Italy and Switzerland along with 
the USA were involved in the humanitarian effort. Three years later, in 
1991, Armenia gained independence from the Soviet Union. Despite economic 
growth, Armenia still faces high levels of child mortality, low school 
enrolment, and high HIV/AIDS and TB incidence. It has a long history of 
antagonism with neighbours Turkey and Azerbaijan, and is currently 
building relations with its southern neighbour Iran.

Martin Turner, who is also Vice-Chair of the Liberal Democrat Christian 
Forum, said today: "We want to see first hand what life is like in 
Armenia, and get a picture of what people in the West Midlands could be 
doing to help. The tragedy of countries like this is that, when things 
were really bad, Western nations intervened, but once the focus moved to 
other parts of the world, we seemed to lose interest. Britain is right now 
in the process of withdrawing its funding from Armenia because it classes 
it as a 'middle-income' nation. But it has massive levels of child 
poverty, especially among the under 5s.

"We're just spending a week there, which is barely enough time to scratch 
the surface. But we intend to learn enough to inspire people here to put 
Armenia back on their agendas."

ENDS
For further media information and interviews please contact Martin Turner 
on 07753 683 337 (24 hour).

Notes
 1: Martin and Meryem Turner depart London Heathrow 6 August and return on 
13 August. They are in Yerevan on 7 August and 11-13 August, and visiting 
children's projects in Stepanavan 8-11 August.

2: Martin Turner, 42 is Prospective Parliamentary Candidate for Stratford 
upon Avon, Chair of the Lib-Dem Parliamentary Candidates Association, and 
Vice-Chair of the Lib-Dem Christian Forum. Meryem Turner, 44, is a Dutch 
translator working freelance out of Birmingham. They met in Belgium during 
the 1980s while working for youth charity Operation Mobilisation

3: World Vision is an international aid agency with its UK base in Milton 
Keynes, www.worldvision.org.uk 

4: Riverside Church is a Kings Heath community church with an active  
involvement in international development, www.riverside-church.org.uk
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