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Warwickshire County Council decides today whether it will proceed with a joint application for government Public Finance Initiative (PFI) credits with Coventry City Council and Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council, based on a project to build a new 305,000 tonnes Energy from Waste (EfW) plant on a site adjacent to the existing Coventry incinerator.
Warwickshire County Council Liberal Democrats are proposing a number of key changes to the Conservative Cabinet’s recommendations to Full Council. These amendments would:

· re-commit the Council to the residual waste minimisation objectives of its current Waste Management Strategy;

· seek more ambitious recycling targets and therefore lower residual waste levels on which to base the final project;
· ensure that alternative technologies to EfW receive ‘level playing field’ treatment at the technical and financial evaluation stages of the project.

Cllr. Jerry Roodhouse, Leader of the Liberal Democrats on the County Council, stated:

“Liberal Democrat national policy is to oppose the building of new incinerators for municipal waste unless they can be shown to be the best environmental option after considering all the alternatives, including new technologies, where waste reduction and re-use are not possible. Our amendment is strictly in line with this policy.
“Today is the start not the end of the decision process. If the government grants the PFI credits, this will provide the finance to build facilities to meet the future needs of Warwickshire. Our amendment should reassure Warwickshire citizens that all technology options remain open, and that we shall be pushing for much more ambitious recycling targets on which to base the final decisions.”
Cllr. John Whitehouse, a Liberal Democrat member of the Environment Overview & Scrutiny Committee of the County Council, will propose the Liberal Democrats’ amendment at today’s Full Council meeting. He said:
“The Government’s decision last week, to increase the national CO2 reduction target from 60% to 80% by 2050, makes the case for our amendment even stronger. The current project is based on Warwickshire achieving recycling and composting rates of 52% by 2020, with no further improvements beyond this. With Warwick District already reaching levels of 60% and Stratford likely to follow suit soon, the project targets are simply not ambitious enough, nor do they address adequately the climate change imperatives that we all face.
“Our objective today is to allow the application for PFI credits to go forward to what is a very tight government-imposed timetable, but to establish some very clear and stretching objectives against which the final proposals can be assessed.”

ENDS

NOTES FOR EDITORS:

1. A special meeting of the Environment Overview & Scrutiny Committee on 14th October 2008, arranged at the specific request of Cllr. John Whitehouse, provided the first opportunity for county councillors to debate the detailed proposals in public. The Committee voted unanimously to back a recommendation to Cabinet that:
Urges the Cabinet to consider a recycling and composting target for Warwickshire of between 55% and 60% by 2020 as the underlying presumption with a consequent residual waste treatment facility of between 235,000 and 270,000 tonnes, and seeks to persuade our partner authorities to adopt a similar target.
2. The Conservative Cabinet at its meeting on 16th October 2008 voted unanimously to reject this recommendation.

3. The text of the Liberal Democrat amendment for today’s Full Council is as follows:-
Agenda Item 5

Outline Business Case for PFI Credits for Project Transform

Amendment:
Add the following recommendations:

10. Re-commits itself to the key objectives of its Waste Management Strategy (Reduce – Reuse – Recycle – Dispose), which are targeted at the reduction of residual waste to its irreducible minimum.

11. Following the next review of the waste flow model (when 2007/08 data is available):

a.  Determines any additional actions and investments, and their feasibility, which are required to achieve improved recycling and composting rates over the current assumptions in the OBC, with a target range of 55-60% for Warwickshire by 2020 and with continued increases over the project lifespan to 2040.

b. Seeks to persuade our partner authorities to adopt a similar approach to improving recycling and composting targets.

c. Based on the above re-sizes its requirements for residual waste treatment over the period to 2040 accordingly, in line with the best value principles set out in recommendation 6.

12.  Endorses the key principles of the OBC procurement strategy, specifically that the specification for bidders will be output based, that bids will be assessed in accordance with agreed evaluation criteria, and that bids for alternatives to EfW will be given equal treatment to EfW bids.

13. Requires a further report to Full Council once the result of the PFI bid is known.
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