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Stratford Liberal Democrats Press Release 28th July 2008

Poor planning of household waste service has led to inconvenience for residents

At a District Council Executive meeting on 28th July charges for residents were agreed for replacement and extra wheelie bins. Replacement 240 litre bins will be charged at £35 and half sized bins at £25, with a £15 charge from April next year to swap between the two sizes. An extra (ie third) green waste bin will be charged at £40 for emptying for one year, with savings if longer contracts are taken. The Liberal Democrats claim that this shows how poorly the Conservatives had planned the original scheme.

At the Executive meeting on 10th March the Conservatives running the District Council announced that no smaller bins would be available, since they now cost more than full sized bins. This was put down to the fact that the 180 litre sized smaller bins that they had planned to buy were only produced by one manufacturer.

Now however they have announced that half sized wheelie bins will be available – at 120 litres capacity – with a cost of less than the full sized bins. This is because there are several competing manufacturers for this sized bin. Replacement bin charges have been fixed accordingly.

‘So why on earth didn’t they plan to buy the 120 litre bins in the first place, instead of the 180 litre bins that they rejected in March?’ said Cllr Hazel Wright, Leader of the Lib Dem group on the District Council. ‘Then there wouldn’t have been all the fuss about having to swap the bins over, which is costing money. Yet again residents are having to pay the price for a lack of planning by the Conservatives.’

More information:

Peter Moorse 01789 269630

Hazel Wright 01527 852899
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