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Stratford Liberal Democrats Press Release 18th August 2008

World Class Stratford finances under scrutiny
As the District Council prepares to consider a report on Phase Two of World Class Stratford and costs at the Bancroft Gardens increase, the continuing lack of full financial reporting on the project has been raised with the District Council’s Auditor.

Pricewaterhouse Coopers, the District Council’s Appointed Auditor are currently considering the Council’s Annual Accounts. Cllr Peter Moorse has written to them to question why there are no consolidated financial reports on the spending on the World Class Stratford project.

‘Advantage West Midlands, Warwickshire County Council and Stratford District Council are each responsible for reporting their own part of the project spending and at no stage do all the figures get drawn together so that the public can see how much money is being spent in total. The World Class Strategy Group receives no financial reports at all,’ said Cllr Moorse. ‘This is public money being spent and the public have a right to much better financial information than is currently being produced. Surely finance is something that should be disclosed at every World Class Stratford Strategy Meeting meeting as a matter of routine?’ 

Notes:

The contract sum for work at the Bancroft Gardens by English Landscapes has increased by £241,000 and now stands at £2,980,995.

Assuming half the design and consultation work on the Bancroft and Rec (totalling £428,000) was attributable to the Bancroft and with loss of income budgeted at £90,000, total cost of the current re-modelling is now £3,284,995.

Reports on Phase 2 of World Class Stratford and World Heritage Site Status are scheduled to go to the District Council Cabinet meeting on 29th September.

More information:
Peter Moorse 01789 269630.

